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The  Making  of  the  LSCC  40'^  Anniversary  Medal 

by 

Dennis  Fortier,  LSCC  #2016 


In  the  fall  of  2011,  four  interested  members  of  the  LSCC  formed  an 
Anniversary  Medal  committee  for  the  express  purpose  of  producing  a  40^^ 
Anniversary  medal  for  the  members  of  the  LSCC.  The  anniversary  was  not 
until  2013  but  projects  like  this  take  time  and  we  had  the  members  who  were 
interested  in  seeing  it  through.  A  committee  meeting  was  held  at  the  November 
Baltimore  show  of  that  year.  Bill  Bugert,  Len  Augsburger,  Gerry  Fortin,  and 
Dennis  Fortier  agreed  on  certain  agenda  items  and  contacted  a  well-respected 
artisan  in  the  minting  business,  Daniel  Carr  of  Moonlight  Mint. 

Of  the  many  decisions  made,  silver  proof  and  satin  editions  were 
approved  as  well  as  a  gold  proof  that  would  be  available  exclusively  to 
members  of  LSCC.  The  size  was  decided  to  be  1 .530"  or  38mm,  approximately 
the  size  of  a  silver  dollar.  Design  concepts  were  put  forward  and  given  much 
thought.  Two  designs  for  the  obverse  were  considered.  One  was  a  traditional 
rendering  of  the  Liberty  Seated  (Gobrecht  Dollar)  design,  which  has  graced 
many  private  medals,  and  the  other  was  a  somewhat  radical  design  having 
Liberty  offset  to  the  left  with  her  arm  and  shield  up  against  the  edge  of  the 
medal  and  the  overall  design  increased  by  20%  in  size. 

This  second  design  was  given  much  thought  do  to  the  multiple  uses  of 
the  traditional  rendering.  However,  problems  in  striking  required  a  reverse 
design  with  the  main  design  element  offset  (in  medal  turn)  to  the  left  to  produce 
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a  proper  strike.  The  committee  could  not  decide  on  a  reverse  design  offset  to 
get  the  job  done  so  it  was  uhimately  decided  to  go  with  the  traditional  Liberty 
Seated  design. 

Once  the  obverse  main  design  was  set  we  turned  to  the  reverse. 
Gobrecht's  flying  eagle  from  the  Gobrecht  Dollar  was  the  committee's  favorite 
for  the  reverse.  Now  that  we  had  our  main  design  elements  all  that  remained 
was  to  work  out  the  wording  for  our  medal.  It  was  agreed  to  keep  the  obverse 
generic  so  the  die  could  be  used  again  in  the  future.  With  just  ''Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club  "  around  the  edge,  and  ''Founded  1973  "  under  Liberty  in  place 
of  the  date  the  obverse  could  be  used  in  uniface  presentation  medals  for  award 
winners  and  we  could  save  money  using  the  obverse  again  in  ten  years  for  the 
50^*^  Anniversary.  Carr  on  his  own  initiative  added  the  initials  "  "LSCC"  on  the 
right  side  of  Liberty  in  the  base  and  'DC"  for  Daniel  Carr,  on  the  left.  Around 
the  edge  of  the  reverse  was  put  "40^^  Anniversary  1973-2013  ". 

A  great  deal  of  time  and  thought  went  into  trying  to  get  a  suitable  model 
for  Dan  Carr  to  use  for  our  medal.  Alas,  Gobrecht  Dollars  are  very  expensive. 
The  club  just  did  not  have  the  funds  to  purchase  a  proper  coin  to  use.  Finally, 
it  was  decided  to  do  the  next  best  thing  and  use  a  photograph.  In  this  we  would 
be  relying  on  Mr.  Carr's  vast  experience  to  bring  out  the  proper  three 
dimensional  high  relief  that  a  photograph  cannot  impart.  It  was  a  comfort  to 
know  we  chose  a  gifted  and  experienced  craftsman  such  as  Dan  Carr  to  entrust 
this  project  too. 

In  the  end  of  May  2012  Dan  Carr  e-mailed  his  first  design  concept  to 
us.  We  were  all  very  excited  and  pleased.  There  were  some  detail  changes  we 
had  for  Dan  but  on  the  whole  we  were  very  well  pleased.  We  asked  Dan  to 
move  the  obverse  lettering  of  "Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club"  out  closer  to 
the  edge,  and  change  the  star  between  Liberty's  head  and  cap  from  five  points 
to  six  so  as  to  replicate  the  original  stars  used  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  There 
were  some  minor  refinements  to  the  drapery  as  well.  On  the  reverse  the  major 
change  was  removing  the  starry  field.  It  was  felt  by  the  committee  that  it  was 
too  distracting  and  a  plain  field  would  show  off  the  eagle  much  better.  There 
were  some  minor  changes  to  the  eagle's  claw  as  well. 

Within  a  few  weeks  we  received  Dan's  revisions.  The  dies  were  cut  and 
hardened  and  by  Early  July  trial  strikes  were  made.  Ten  copper  proofs  and  two 
silver  proofs  to  be  precise;  all  twelve  examples  had  "TS"  stamped  on  the  edge. 
The  copper  would  serve  as  examples  to  be  shown  around  the  country.  One  of 
the  two  silver  proof  trial  strikes  was  auctioned  off  at  the  2012  ANA  convention 
in  Philadelphia. 
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One  aspect  of  this  process  that  surprised  me,  and  I'm  still  not  sure  why 
Dan  did  this,  but  Dan  polished  the  dies  for  Proof  strikes  right  away.  All  twelve 
"Trial  Strikes"  were  made  as  Proof  strikes.  What  this  meant  to  the  process  is 
that  the  dies  would  need  to  be  sandblasted  to  produce  satin  finish  silver  medals. 
Sandblasting  would  necessarily  remove  some  small  amount  of  detail  but 
fortunately  our  design  was  not  fine  detail  intensive  so  as  to  endanger  the  look 
of  the  medal. 

Bill  Bugert  received  the  trial  strikes  in  July  of  2012.  We  agreed  to  have 
Bill  receive  the  first  medals  so  he  could  take  the  photographs  of  them  for  the 
several  purposes  that  such  photographs  would  naturally  be  needed.  Bill  sent 
the  photographs  to  the  committee  via  e-mail  at  the  end  of  July  and  we  were  all 
very  pleased  with  the  medals.  Photo's  of  the  actual  medals  taken  by  Bill  first 
appeared  in  the  August  edition  of  the  E-Gobrecht.  The  trial  strikes  had  "TS" 
stamped  into  the  edge.  Ten  copper  and  two  silver  trial  strikes  were  received 
from  Dan  Carr.  The  medals  were  put  into  Coin  World  holders  and  were  ready 
for  presentation  to  the  members  at  the  annual  ANA  meeting. 

The  official  presentation  of  the  medals  to  the  membership  was  to  be 
made  at  the  annual  meeting  during  the  2012  ANA  in  Philadelphia  by  me; 
however  traffic  had  other  ideas  and  Bill  Bugert  was  half  way  through  my 
presentation  when  I  finally  arrived.  Everyone  was  well  pleased  with  the  design 
and  look  of  the  medals.  Some  of  the  copper  trial  pieces  were  distributed  to 
Regional  Directors  to  show  at  regional  meetings  for  promotion  of  the  medals. 
Copper  medals  were  awarded  to  John  McCloskey  for  his  long  service  to  the 
club  and  the  members  of  the  40^^  Anniversary  Committee  for  their  efforts  in 
bringing  the  anniversary  medal  project  to  fruition. 

Within  days  of  the  ANA  convention  ending  an  e-mail  reached  me  from 
Daniel  Carr.  I  print  the  message  here  in  full: 

Due  to  the  fact  that  gold  is  denser  than  silver,  when  I  strike  a  1-troy-oz  piece 
in  silver,  and  then  use  the  same  die  pair  to  strike  gold,  the  gold  ends  up  being 
50  grams  (1.6  troy  oz).  A  39mm  50-gram  gold  piece  is  the  same  thickness  as  a 
39mm  1-troy-oz  silver  piece. 

This  was  the  first  indication  from  Dan  that  the  medal  size  chosen  might 
be  problematic  for  the  striking  of  the  gold  medals.  1  answered  Dan's  e-mail 
confessing  my  suiprise  and  displeasure  at  finding  this  out  so  late  in  the  process. 
Perhaps  as  coin  collectors,  we  should  have  known  that  such  a  large  medal 
would  require  more  than  one  ounce  of  gold  but  neither  1  nor  anyone  else 
noticed  the  problem.  Dan  Carr  as  the  professional  minter  should  have  raised 
this  issue  before  dies  were  made  but  he  did  not.  I  asked  Dan  for  some  options. 
He  gave  us  three  options.  The  first  option  was  to  use  1 .6  ounces  of  gold  in  each 
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medal  to  strike  up  the  large  size  gold  medals  properly.  This  would  have  made 
for  a  hefty  and  impressive  medal,  however  it  would  also  be  cost  prohibitive 
with  the  current  price  of  gold.  The  second  option  he  gave  us  was  to  make  two 
new  smaller  die  for  the  gold  medal,  about  the  size  of  an  American  Gold  Eagle. 
This  would  incur  a  cost  of  an  additional  $600  for  the  two  die.  The  third  option 
was  to  use  an  alloy  of  75%  gold  and  25%  copper  to  give  the  necessary  bulk  for 
striking.  Much  thought  went  into  this  third  option  and  we  asked  Dan  to  try 
some  trials  of  a  thinner  solid  gold  planchet  and  a  75/25  gold/copper  planchet. 
We  had  already  amiounced  the  medal  as  being  one  ounce  of  .999  gold  and  had 
some  hope  that  the  thinner  planchet  might  work.  If  it  did  not  work,  we  might 
have  to  switch  to  the  75/25  gold/copper  planchet  and  adjust  our  notice  to  the 
members. 

Dan  gave  this  some  thought  and  replied  that  he  was  concerned  that  he 
might  damage  the  dies  with  thinner  planchets  and  the  75/25  alloy  would  look 
coppery.  Finally,  after  a  great  deal  of  discussion  in  mid-September  it  was 
decided  by  the  committee  to  spend  the  additional  $600  for  smaller  dies  to 
properly  strike  the  one  ounce  gold  medals.  Had  Dan  made  us  aware  of  the 
problem  prior  to  the  making  of  the  38mm  dies  we  could  have  opted  for  a 
smaller  size  silver  medal  with  less  than  a  full  ounce  of  silver  in  it.  I  don't  say 
that  is  what  we  would  have  done;  I  simply  mean  we  would  have  had  the  option 
of  working  out  something  that  would  serve  our  purposes  with  only  two  dies. 

Jobs  were  divided  up  in  accordance  with  club  duties  and  abilities;  Bill 
Bugert  sent  out  notices  to  all  members  announcing  the  40"^  anniversary  medal 
along  with  an  order  form.  Gerry  Fortin  posted  the  on-line  announcements,  up- 
dates, and  an  on-line  order  form.  Len  Augsburger  took  charge  of  collecting  the 
order  monies  and  gold  coins,  and  I  accepted  the  silver  medals  for  distribution. 

One  mistake  we  made  was  the  timing  of  ordering.  Len  was  busy  in  the 
fall  with  club  membership  renewals  adding  the  medal  orders  on  top  of  it  made 
for  quite  a  busy  time  for  him.  We  won't  repeat  that  mistake  next  time.  The  final 
order  date  was  announced  as  November  30"'  2012.  We  unofficially  extended 
the  order  cut  off  to  December  3     2012  to  be  sure  and  get  in  all  orders. 

The  numismatic  newspapers  were  very  helpful  in  getting  the  word  out 
about  our  medal.  Coin  World  ran  a  full-page  article  (minus  advertisements)  in 
their  September  17,  2012  issue.  Numismatic  News  ran  an  article  in  their 
September  1 1 .  201 2  issue.  Both  caiTied  photos  of  the  medal.  This  free  publicity 
helped  sell  several  medals  and  promote  new  memberships. 

By  early  January,  the  final  medal  totals  were  sent  to  the  minter  along 
with  money  to  purchase  the  bulk  of  the  silver.  The  medal  order  totals  are  as 
follows. 
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Metal 
Silver 


Satin  Finish 
130 


Proof  Finish 
180 


Silver  Uniface 
Gold 

Trial  Strike  Copper 
Trial  Strike  Silver 


40  (for  presentations  and  awards) 


23 
10 
2 


The  Gold  medals  ordered  by  members  all  have  the  LSCC  member 
number  on  the  edge.  All  but  three  have  the  member  name  on  the  edge  as  well. 
Twenty-three  Gold  medals  in  total  were  ordered  with  half  ordered  by  newer 
members  with  a  club  member  number  in  the  2000' s. 


*  Denotes  Member  Number  only  on  edge,  all  others  include  member  name 
**  To  Be  Armounced 

Last  minute  orders  came  in  right  up  to  the  end.  Len  took  a  very  late 
order  for  ten  silver  medals  in  mid- January.  At  the  Manchester  New  Hampshire 
show  where  I  had  on  display  one  of  the  copper  trial  strikes  several  members 
who  had  not  ordered  found  an  interest  after  seeing  the  medal  in  hand.  I  told 
them  at  least  one  dealer  bought  several  and  Len  Augsburger  ordered  a  few 
extras,  so  they  should  contact  Len  for  further  opportunities  to  purchase. 

The  medals  were  finally  struck  by  Dan  Carr  of  Moonlight  Mint  at  the 
end  of  February  2013  and  mailed  out  within  days  of  minting.  It  was  judged 
best  to  have  the  gold  medals  mailed  directly  to  the  members  who  ordered  one 
and  the  silver  mailed  to  me  for  packaging  in  capital  holders  and  distribution  at 
the  March  Whitman  Baltimore  Expo  or  mailing  out  to  members  who  do  not 
attend  the  show. 


455 

462 

687 

968 

1054 

1271 

1381 

1460 

1494 

1737 

1990 


2005 

2016 

2077 

2169 

2289 

2296* 

2297* 

2298 

2300 

2312* 

2316 
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On  March  5^"  the  medals  finally  arrived  at  my  home.  What  an  exciting 
day.  My  first  look  at  the  gold  proof  and  silver  satin  finish  left  me  feeling 
gratified  with  the  decision  of  the  committee  to  produce  the  three  versions, 
Silver  proof  and  satin  and  gold  proof  Amos  Advantage  only  had  126  holders 
on  hand,  so  I  used  all  of  them  and  took  them  along  with  the  rest  of  the  medals 
to  Baltimore.  While  putting  the  medals  into  the  holders  I  was  impressed  with 
the  quality  of  the  strike  of  each  medal  and  the  care  used  in  handling.  I  found 
not  a  mark,  a  scratch,  or  a  scuff  on  any  medal  I  put  into  holders. 

The  gold  medal  for  those  of  you  who  did  not  order  one,  look  fabulous. 
The  34mm  size  combined  with  the  three-dimensional  dies  give  the  medal  a 
striking  likeness  to  the  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar  if  you  adjust  for  the  gold. 
Each  gold  medal  has  the  members  LSCC  number  (and  most  of  us  choose  to 
have  our  names)  stamped  into  the  edge  giving  each  medal  a  provenance  back 
to  the  individual  member.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  eleven  of  the  twenty- 
three  gold  medals  ordered  have  member  numbers  starting  in  the  2000' s.  Could 
it  be  that  newer  members  have  a  greater  appreciation  of  the  club  heritage  than 
the  members  who  made  that  heritage? 

The  medals  were  handed  out  to  the  members  present  at  the  Whitman 
Baltimore  Show  Friday  March  15^^  2013  after  an  exciting  regional  meeting  run 
by  Len  Augsburger.  Everyone  seemed  well  pleased  with  the  medals  and 
excited  to  finally  get  them.  The  remainder  of  medals  for  members  and  non- 
members  not  present  at  Baltimore  were  mailed  out  two  weeks  later.  All  arrived 
safely  but  one  package.  The  package  showed  evidence  of  tampering  and  the 
Post  Office  paid  off  on  the  insurance.  Fortunately,  Len  had  the  forethought  to 
order  a  few  extra  medals  and  we  were  able  to  replace  what  was  stolen. 

Bill  Bugert  had  arranged  with  NGC  to  encapsulate  medals  for  any 
member  (provided  they  were  also  an  NGC  member)  who  wanted  the  service.  I 
and  a  few  other  members  submitted  their  medals  to  NGC  at  the  show.  Finally, 
when  we  thought  all  the  multitude  of  minor  problems  in  a  project  such  as  this 
were  over.  NGC  failed  to  notice  in  time  that  member  names  were  on  the  edge 
of  the  gold  medals  and  shipped  the  wrong  medals  out  to  four  of  us.  I  and 
another  member  mailed  our  medals  to  each  other.  I  believe  that  was  the  case 
for  the  other  mishap  as  well. 

This  was  a  long  and  involved  project,  but  rewarding  on  many  levels.  It 
makes  me  very  pleased  to  know  that  in  years  to  come  when  members  take  out 
their  medals  and  admire  them,  which  it  is  all  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  40'^'' 
Armiversary  Committee.  I  would  like  to  thank  my  fellow  members  of  the  40'^'' 
Anniversary  committee  for  all  their  hard  work  and  commitment  to  this  club 
and  its  members.  This  medal  represents  to  me  all  the  commitment,  scholarship, 
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and  comradeship  of  so  many  members  past,  present,  and  future.  For  all  of  us 
who  love  the  Liberty  Seated  design  the  40^ Anniversary  Medal  is  a  symbol  of 
that  devotion. 
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James  B.  Pryor's  1878-S  Half  Dollar 

Isn't  this  beautiful? 


See  note  on  next  page. 
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Remarkably,  this  sole  1878-S  half  dollar  has  dramatic  marks  in  Liberty's 
gown.  It  is  currently  unknown  what  these  are,  but  Bill  Bugert  is  researching 
it.  Possibilities  include  clash  marks  from  a  rotated  reverse  die,  die  damage, 
and/or  coin  damage.  More  on  this  later. 


Test  photo 
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Martin  Luther  Beistle  -  A  Biography 

By  Bill  Bugert 


Many  newer  half  dollar  collectors  do  not  know  or  have  only  heard  in 
passing  of  Martin  Luther  Beistle.  Numismatically,  "ML",  as  he  was  and  is 
now  known,  was  a  prominent  half  dollar  collector,  researcher,  and  author  in 
the  1920's.  His  impact  on  half  dollar  numismatics  has  been  mostly  forgotten 
and  credits  to  him  are  only  an  occasional  auction  catalog  citing.  He 
researched  and  wrote  the  first  book  on  half  dollar  die  varieties  -  it  was  the 
only  authoritative  reference  available  to  bust  half  dollar  collectors  from  1929 
until  the  Overton  book  in  1967;  over  37  years.  For  seated  half  dollar 
collectors,  a  more  complete  die  variety  die  reference  book  has  not  been 
published.  Little  is  known  or  is  in  print  about  ML's  life,  collecting  interests, 
or  history.  I  wish  to  correct  that  shortcoming  and  give  him  the  contemporary 
credit  he  deserves. 

I  purchased  my  copy  of  ML's  book,  by  chance  in  1973,  from  Cline's 
Coins,  an  Augusta,  Georgia  coin  shop.  I  was  new  to  collecting  seated  half 
dollars  at  the  time  (out  of  college,  in  the  Army  stationed  at  Fort  Gordon,  GA, 
and  finally  making  enough  money  to  support  my  hobby)  and  asked  the 
proprietor  what  reference  I  should  use  for  them.  He  said  the  only  book  out 
was  the  out-of-print  1929  edition  of  A  Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties 
and  Sub  -  Varieties  by  Martin  Luther  Beistle,  and  further  stated  he  rarely 
used  his  store  copy  and  offered  it  for  sale  to  me.  That  book  purchase 
accelerated  an  interest  that  continues  to  this  day. 

A  few  years  ago  while  strolling  the  streets  of  Gettysburg,  I  noticed  a 
promotional  sign  for  The  Beistle  Company  in  the  office  window  of  our  state 
Congressman.  That  struck  a  bell,  I  checked  my  copy  of  ML's  book,  and  sure 
enough.  The  Beistle  Company  in  Shippensburg,  PA  published  the  book.  The 
author  of  this  half  dollar  book  was  the  same  as  the  founder  of  The  Beistle 
Company.  I  therefore  decided  to  research  his  life  and  write  a  short  biography 
that  will  provide  some  details  of  the  man  behind  that  book.  A  trip  to  the 
Shippensburg  library  started  two  years  of  research  that  culminated  in  a 
thorough  study  of  the  Beistle  Company  historical  files. 
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ML:  circa  1900  and  circa  1929 

Martin  Lulher  Beistle  was  bom  lo  David  W.  Beistle  and  Mary  E. 
Reddig  on  June  26,  1875  on  a  small  farm  near  Walnut  Bottom,  PA.  His  only 
formal  education  was  in  a  one  room  local  classroom.  He  worked  on  the 
family  farm  after  school  and  in  a  local  country  store  where  he  experienced 
the  mercantile  trade.  During  these  years  he  met  his  future  wife,  Anna 

DeWalt  (interestingly,  her  brother,  Ray 
DeWalt,  later  invented  the  DeWalt  Power 
Saw  and  other  power  equipment).  After 
their  wedding,  the  couple  struck  out  on 
their  own  and  settled  in  Pittsburg  where  ML 
was  a  salesman  for  an  advertising 
specialties  and  calendar  firm.  He  was 
successful  there  but  with  a  son  and 
daughters^  to  support,  he  needed  additional 
income.  With  other  fellow  businessmen,  ML  started  his  own  calendar 
manufacturing  and  sales  company  located  in  downtown  Pittsburg,  PA.  The 
business  was  so  successful  that  the  company  grew  into  the  Pittsburg  Calendar 
Company.  While  on  travels,  ML  noticed  some  worn  and  deteriorated 
artificial  palms  in  a  hotel  lobby.  Always  thinking  and  a  genius  for  inventing 
novelties,  he  started  experimenting  at  home  making  cloth,  dyes,  and  waxes  to 
improve  on  the  palms.  This  led  to  a  profitable  sideline  for  which  his  partner 
was  not  interested  and  the  subsequent  1900  birth  of  The  Beistle  Company. 
ML  started  this  new  business  in  his  basement. 

With  the  new  business, 
ML  needed  the  income  to 
support  his  growing  family-^,  so 
he,  his  wife,  and  part-time  help 
used  their  spare  time  for  the 
production  of  novelties  including 
the  artificial  palms.  Business 
was  good  and  eventually  ML 
sold  his  interest  in  the  Calendar 
Company,  moved  back  near  home  to  Oakville,  PA  in  1 904,  and  called  upon 
his  family  for  assistance  for  the  new  Beistle  Company.  In  1907  with  the 


^  Arthur,  bom  1 895,  served  in  the  US  Army  during  WWI  and  later  became  The  Beistle 
Company  "Research  Man."  Ruth  was  bom  in  1897.  Pearl,  bom  1899,  worked 
administratively  in  The  Beistle  Company  and  later  married  the  future  company  president, 
Henry  E.  Luhrs. 

^  Additional  daughters  were  Edna,  bom  1901,  and  Anna,  bom,  1904. 
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financial  backing  of  a  few  prominent  Shippensburg,  PA  businessmen,  ML 
rented  the  second  floor  of  a  wooden  building  at  the  corner  of  20  East  Burd 
Street  and  Apple  Avenue  in  the  borough  of  Shippensburg  and  incorporated  in 
1908.  Later,  this  wooden  building  was  torn  down  and  ML  erected  a  modern 
building  as  shown  below.  It  still  exists  for  other  uses  today. 


Then  (Old  wooden  building  at  20  East  Burd  Street,  Shippensburg) 
Now  (Modern  building  -  same  location) 


During  World  War  I,  The  Beistle  Company  made  war  goods  for  the 
US  Army  (including  instruction  tags  for  gas  masks  -  I  found  a  few  in  the 
company  files).  After  the  war,  the  company  returned  to  making  civilian 
goods  and  prospered.  A  common  story  of  ML's  ingenuity  originates  with 
one  of  his  many  business  trips  to  New  York  City.  He  was  seen  transfixed  by 
a  large  ceiling  decoration  in  a  huge  department  store.  Stating  that  he  thought 
he  could  improve  on  the  design  and  make  it  fold  up  for  easier  transportation, 
the  next  year  the  company  came  out  with  a  collapsible  bell  decoration.  The 
principle  of  this  latticework  structure  is  still  widely  used  on  paper  novelties 
including  greeting  cards. 

In  the  early  1920's,  ML's  company  was  successfully  selling  volumes 
of  greeting  cards,  wrappings,  tags,  paper  garlands,  artificial  flowers,  twisted 
cords,  and  tinseled  ribbons.  He  was  stretched  thin  by  running  the  rapidly 
expanding  company,  traveling,  and  soliciting  orders.  About  this  time,  ML's 
daughter,  Pearl,  married  Henry  E.  Luhrs.  a  New  York  businessman.  ML 
asked  Henry  to  assist  him  in  his  expanding  business  and,  together,  they 
moved  the  company  into  international  markets  and  first  rank  prominence. 


I  tried  to  take  the  modern  photograph  from  the  same  perspective  as  the  old  photograph  but  a 
large  aggressive  dog,  apparently  protecting  its  territory,  prevented  it.  Note  the  adjacent 
home's  support  column  common  to  both  photographs. 
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His  company  grew  to  envelop  a  full  city  block  on  the  site  of  the  old  Boher 
and  Hosfeld  Furniture  Company. 


The  Beistle  Co.:  1935  (on  S.  Orange  Street,  Shippensburg)  and 
2007  (at  1-81  exit  29) 


Throughout  the  1910's  and  1920's,  ML's  interests  in  numismatics  developed 
but  this  will  be  addressed  separately  in  later  sections  of  this  biography. 


In  his  later  years,  ML 
suffered  with  ill  health  and 
considered  retiring  as  early  as  late 
1927.  On  Friday,  January  11,  1935, 
after  working  in  good  spirits  all 
morning,  he  went  home  for  lunch  at 
noon,  complained  of  feeling  tired, 
suffered  a  heart  attack,  and  died 
twenty  minutes  later  in  his  living 
room  at  the  age  of  59  years.  He  was 
buried  with  Masonic  services  in 
Spring  Hill  Cemetery,  Shippensburg, 
PA  on  the  following  Monday.  His 
gravesite,  beside  his  wife  and  most 
of  their  children,  is  clearly  marked 


jMARTIN  LUTHER 
1875  A  107^ 


and  easily  found. 


After  ML's  death,  the  very  successful  Beistle  Company  expanded  to 
two  more  locations  and  is  currently  located  in  Shippensburg  on  a  huge 
corporate  complex  at  1-81  exit  29.  (The  Beistle  Company  complex  is  next  to 
the  northbound  lane  of  1-81  with  a  prominent  "The  Beistle  Company"  sign). 
Four  generations  of  the  Beistle  family  have  been  in  the  Company  senior 
management,  the  company  now  employs  over  265  people,  and  manufactures 
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an  extensive  line  of  decorations  and  party  goods.  Tlie  current  (2007) 
President  is  Tricia  Luhrs  Lacy,  ML's  great-granddaughter. 

The  Beistle 
family  home  where 
ML  died  was  located  at 
521  West  King  Street, 
Shippensburg,  PA 
about  three  blocks 
from  the  site  of  the  old 
Fort  Morris,  a  mid- 
1700's  wilderness 

outpost.  Occupied  by  the  ML's  unmarried  daughter,  Ruth,  until  her  death  in 
1975,  it  was  sold,  demolished,  and  condominiums  were  constructed  on  the 
site.  Tricia  remembers  the  home  as  a  beautiful  old  red  brick  Victorian 
mansion  with  beautiful  gardens,  a  solarium  garden,  and  cherry  wood 
staircase.  (See  modern  photo.) 

Martin  Luther  Beistle  can  best  be  described  as  a  classic  self-made 
man.  He  arose  from  a  modest  background  to  a  very  successful  businessman, 
husband,  father,  and  prominent  numismatist.  In  one  of  his  letters,  ML  stated 
that  he  wanted  to  make  a  mark  on  American  numismatics.  I  believe  he 
accomplished  this  goal;  here  we  are  80+  years  later  writing  about  him  and  his 
book. 

Numismatically,  the  following  sections  on  ML's  Half  Dollar 
Collection,  his  book,  and  his  unique  coin  holder  are  relevant  to  this 
biography. 

The  ML  Beistle  Half  Dollar  Collection 

ML's  personal  interests  were  varied  and  many.  Besides  being  a  noted 
numismatist,  he  was  an  active  genealogist  and  was  an  ardent  collector  of 
stamps,  autographs,  Indian  artifacts,  rare  books,  newspapers  from  the  Civil 
War,  meteorites,  rocks,  and  minerals.  He  was  an  avid  hunter  and  angler  and 
organized  hunting  and  fishing  trips  locally,  in  the  western  US,  and  in  Canada. 
He  took  an  active  interest  in  amateur  moving  pictures  and  frequently 
entertained  Shippensburg  groups  with  nature  movies.  However,  his  interest 
in  half  dollars  was  paramount. 

ML  started  collecting  half  dollars  of  all  designs  in  1913.  In  the 
foreword  of  his  book,  he  states,  "In  making  the  collection  here  registered, 
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many  pleasant  hours  were  spent  with  magnifying  glass,  pad  and  pencil.  For 
more  than  twelve  years  all  spare  time  available  from  business  and  family, 
was  devoted  to  this  hobby.  During  those  years  many  thousands  of  half 
dollars,  of  all  dates,  were  carefully  examined  for  varieties.  When  a  different 
one  was  found  it  was  carefully  written  up  with  several  identifications."  From 
this,  ML  obviously  had  access  to  many  half  dollars  for  his  research.  He 
further  states  ". .  .1  am  very  much  indebted  to  Mr  Green  for  loaning  me  his 
entire  collection  of  Half  Dollars  for  checking  die  varieties. . .".  Reading  this 
would  lead  you  to  believe  that  ML  used  renowned  numismatist  Col  E.H.R. 
Green's  half  dollar  collection  as  his  reference  collection.  In  fact,  ML  sold  his 
Half  Dollar  reference  collection  to  Col  Green  after  he  decided  to  write  a 
book. 

In  June  1927,  ML  contacted  Rudolph  Kohler  stating  he  was  selling 
his  duplicate  half  dollar  collection.  Kohler,  acting  as  Col  Green's  agent,  told 
ML  that  his  "big  buyer  wanted  only  the  best  or  none  at  all."  This 
correspondence  started  the  sale  of  ML's  primary  collection  to  Col  Green, 
which  was  completed  by  late  1928,  almost  a  year  ahead  of  ML's  book 
publishing.  As  part  of  the  sale,  ML  agreed  to  give  credit  to  Col  Green  as  he 
says    .  .it  was  my  intention  to  give  you  full  credit  as  having  owned  the  entire 
collection  as  described  in  the  book.  I,  of  course,  will  take  credit  as  the  author 
of  the  book." 

So  why  did  ML  sell  is  collection? 

One  reason  for  the  sale  of  his  half  dollar  collection  is  evident  in  a 
March  26,  1928  letter  to  William  Hesslein,  a  Boston  coin  dealer  who 
criticized  ML's  coin  photography^  ML  states  ". . .for  more  than  a  year  I  have 
been  unable  to  add  anything  to  my  collection  of  Half  Dollars,  and  I  am 
fearful  that  my  book  would  receive  the  same  severe  criticism  as  the 
photographs. .  .1  may  drop  the  matter  of  getting  out  the  book,  as  I  am  not  as 
enthusiastic  over  the  hobby  as  I  was  a  few  years  ago,  since  I  have  reached  the 
point  where  I  cannot  do  anything  with  it." 

Secondly,  in  a  July  3,  1928  letter  to  Rudolph  Kohler,  ML  states, 
"...Neither  time  nor  money  was  spared  in  collecting  these  varieties,  and  now 
my  only  reason  for  offering  the  collection  for  sale  is  on  account  of  the  severe 
financial  losses  that  I  have  suffered  during  the  past  two  years. . .."  I  was 


^  ML  cites  C.A.  Laughlin  of  Shippensburg  as  the  book's  plates  photographer.  William 
Hesslein's  criticism  may  have  precipitated  a  change  in  photographer.  I  found 
correspondence  of  coin  photography  in  May  1929  between  ML  and  the  Horn  Brothers  of 
York,  PA. 


17 


unable  to  find  any  evidence  to  show  The  Beistle  Company  or  ML  was  not 
fiscally  sound.  Actually,  even  with  the  oncoming  stock  market  crash  of 
October  1929  and  the  Great  Depression,  company  records  show  his  business 
increased  by  25%  during  this  time  and  personally,  ML  dabbled  in  western 
mining  stocks  and,  apparently  from  his  correspondence,  this  was  highly 
profitable.  Perhaps,  this  was  an  excuse  for  other  reasons  discussed  here. 

Finally,  in  a  November  1 1,  1930  letter  to  Thomas  Elder,  ML 
disclosed  yet  another  more  compelling  reason  for  selling  his  collection.  ML 
states  ". .  .1  find  that  the  close  work  that  I  did  on  Half  Dollars  has  injured  my 
eyes  to  such  an  extent  that  I  am  unable  to  see  even  with  good  glasses  to 
continue  coin  collecting.  I  have  been  thinking  of  selling  my  collection  for  the 
past  three  or  four  years,  but  always  put  it  off  for  the  reason  that  I  do  not  like 
to  part  with  them." 

From  The  Beistle  Company  files,  I  was  able  to  reconstruct  much 
information  of  ML's  half  dollar  collection.  The  table  below  is  a  summary  of 
ML's  half  dollar  holdings. 


ML's  Half  Dollar  Collection 


Item 

Number  half  Dollars 

Disposition 

ML's  primary 
collection 

1,549 

Sold  to  Col  Green  on 
July  19,  1928  for  $7,500. 

ML's  duplicates 

-5,000 
(ML  said  "in  the 
neighborhood  of 

5,000") 

Offered  to  Rudolph 
Kohleron  July  26,  1928. 
Kohler  declined; 
disposition  unknown. 

ML's  other  coins 
including  66-1794's 
and  1795's 

1,712 

Sold  to  Col  Green  on 
October  19,  1928  for 
$4,500. 

ML's  "Johnson 
assortmenf '  of  1794 
and  1 795  halves 

28 

Sold  to  Col  Green  on 
December  12,  1928  for 
$712.43. 

Total 

-8,289 

Included  bust,  seated, 
Barber,  Walking  Liberty, 
and  commemorative 
designs. 

By  any  standard,  8,289  half  dollars  is  an  incredible  amount  and 
unlikely  to  be  duplicated  now  without  prohibitive  resources!  ML  described 
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his  collection  as  grading  VF  to  Uncirculated,  which,  by  today's  standards, 
meant  anything  from  extremely  fine  to  uncirculated. 

ML  obtained  his  half  dollars  from  many  sources.  ML  picked  some 
out  of  circulation  (he  later  cashed  in  200  of  his  duplicates  at  the  bank!),  he 
purchased  others  for  550,  while  still  others  cost  him  $3.00.  He  attended 
auctions  (e.g.,  Thomas  Elder's),  purchased  coins  locally  (e.g.,  Charles 
Renick,  Chambersburg,  PA),  hunted  coins  through  the  postal  mail,  and  even 
routinely  traveled  on  business  to  his  New  York  City  office  to  meet  with 
clients  and  to  purchase  coins.  While  in  New  York  City,  he  would 
occasionally  meet  with  Rudolph  Kohler,  a  coin  dealer  with  whom  ML  bought 
and  sold  coins.  Kohler  eventually  brokered  the  sale  of  ML's  primary 
collection  to  Col  Green.  David  Proskey,  to  whom  his  book  is  dedicated,  was 
his  numismatic  confidant  but  very  little  is  known  about  his  relationship  with 
him. 

Here  is  an  extract  of  his  listing  of  seated  half  dollars  in  his  primary 
collection  from  a  July  3,  1928  letter  to  Rudolph  Kohler: 

"...  1 839  -  11,  including  1  with  a  beaded  milling,  1 840  -  1  reverse 
over  1839  and  1  proof,  1841  -  7,  1842  -  16,  2  re-cut  dates  and  2  proofs,  1843 
-  16,  one  oblique  date,  1844  -  8,  2  re-cut  dates,  844  first  cut  lower,  1845  -  7, 
1846  -  16,  2  varieties  of  horizontal  6,  and  3  over  1845,  1847  -  10,  one  over 
1846  and  1  proof,  1848  -  8,  including  a  very  rare  proof,  1849  -  8  double  cut 
date  over  1849,  1850  -  2,  1851  -  4,  1852-6  varieties  of  this  very  rare  date, 
1853  -  17  varieties  of  this  date  with  rays  and  arrows,  1854  -  8,  1855  -  5, 
1856  -5,  1857-  12,  including  1  proof,  1858  -  1 1,  with  2  proofs,  1859-6,  1 
proof,  1860  -  4,  1  proof,  1861  -  6,  1  proof,  1862  -  4,  2  of  which  are  proofs, 
1863  -  4,  1  proof,  1864  -  5,  1  proof,  1  copper  pattern  "In  God  we  Trusf , 
1865  -  5,  1  proof,  1  copper  pattern  of  regular  issue." 

"1866  -  4,  one  proof,  1  copper  pattern  "In  God  We  Trusf,  1867  -  2, 
1  proof,  1868  -  6,  1  proof,  1869  -  3,  1  proof,  1870  -  4,  1  proof,  1871  -  6,  1 
proof,  1872  -  4,  1873  -  12,  1  proof  without  arrows,  and  Iproof  with  arrows, 
1874  -  6,  1  proof,  1875  -  7  with  2  proofs,  and  1  variety  with  a  crown  on  the 
breast,  1876  -  5,  one  proof,  1877  -  4,  1878  -  4,  2  proofs,  1879  -3,2  proofs, 
1880-2,  1  proof,  1881  -2,  1  proof,  1882  -  2,  2  proofs,  1883  -2,  1  proof, 
1884-  1  proof,  1885  -2  proofs,  1886-2  proofs,  1887  -  2,  1  proof,  1888  -  2, 
1  proof,  1889-2,  1  proof,  1890-3,  1  proof,  1891-3,  1  proof.." 

"Carson  City  Mint,  20  varieties,  all  of  the  dates,  1970  to  1977 
inclusive."  (Note:  ML 's  hand  written  draft  of  this  letter  states  1870-1878  but 
the  final  copy  was  incorrectly  typed  as  1970-1977.) 
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"New  Orleans  Mint,  207  varieties,  from  1838  to  1861  inclusive  when 
the  Mint  was  closed,  and  re-opened  in  1892  to  1909.  Included  in  these  are  2 
varieties  of  1 842,  small  date  with  reverse  of  1 840.  1 844,  date  first  cut  in  the 
base  of  Liberty,  1 845  a  double  cut  date  to  right  and  double  cut  date  to  left  and 
a  triple  cut  date,  also  an  excessively  rare  variety  where  Liberty's  hand  is  not 
resting  on  a  rock." 

"1846  over  1845,  1847  proof,  1851  proof,  1852-2  varieties,  1853  with 
arrows  and  rays,  8  varieties,  1854,  1  with  a  double  cut  date  and  one  with  a 
triple  cut  date,  1855  double  cut  date,  1861-1  variety  struck  from  the  same 
die  that  was  used  by  the  Confederacy  to  strike  their  Confederate  Half  Dollar 
proof,  this  proof  is  now  in  the  collection  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Society.  Scott's  re-strike  Confederate  Half  Dollar  and  Scott's  Confederate 
Half  Dollar  Card."... 

"The  San  Francisco  Mint,  148  varieties,  all  dates  1855  to  1878 
inclusive  when  the  Mint  was  closed,  and  re-opened  1892  to  date.  In  this  is 
included  the  rarity  of  1878  and  also  a  unique  1875  that  has  no  reeding,  as  it 
was  made  without  the  reeding  collar.  All  of  the  small  "s"  and  large  "S" 
varieties." 

I  counted  the  number  of  varieties  and  sub-varieties  in  ML's  book 
(1,479)  and  it  very  closely  matches  the  number  of  coins,  by  date,  in  his 
primary  collection  (1,549)  that  was  sold  to  Col  Green. 

Incidentally,  ML  collected  other  series  and  sold  them  as  well  through 
circulars  published  as  early  as  1923.  He  offered  Col  Green  a  large  lot  of 
colonial  coppers  and  even  sold  him  100  copies  of  coin  auction  catalogs 
dating  from  1913. 

The  Beistle  Book  on  Half  Dollars 

The  Registry  of  Half  Dollar  Varieties  and  Sub-  Varieties 

At  the  urging  of  his  fellow  collectors  and  after  studying  and  recording 
notes  on  many  thousands  of  half  dollars  for  more  than  fourteen  years,  ML 
decided  in  early  1927  to  publish  a  half  dollar  variety  book.  It  took 
approximately  two  years  to  write  his  book  but  it  is  evident  he  worked  on 
notes  for  well  over  a  decade.  He  sought  out  an  opinion  on  the  idea  of 
publishing  a  book  from  F.C.C.  Boyd.  Boyd  wrote  a  two-page  letter  listing 
advice  on  everything  from  advertising,  pricing,  illustrations  and  photographs, 
book  format,  and  printing  style.  ML  also  had  Howiand  Wood,  The  American 
Numismatic  Society's  Curator,  review  and  provide  comments  and  corrections 
to  his  draft  numismatic  primer,  which  was  finalized  in  his  book. 
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ML's  Idlers  and  book  advertiscmcnls  mention  he  had  over  1,500 
variety  Hstings.  I  counted  the  actual  number  in  the  book  and  determined 
there  are  1,143  varieties  and  336  sub-varieties  for  a  total  of  1 ,479. 

In  December  1928,  ML  received  a  book  price  quote  from  The 
Evangelical  Press,  Harrisburg,  PA,  a  printing,  electrotyping,  and  bookbinding 
firm  located  about  30  miles  from  ML's  home  and  business.  In  this  price 
quote,  ML  had  planned  to  have  1,000  copies,  of  which  25  had  leather  binding 
and  gilt  page  edges,  each  with  128  pages  and  6  pages  of  photographic  inserts. 
The  production  cost  was  $730,  additional  copies  at  520  per  copy.  Leather 
binding  and  gold  edges  were  an  additional  $1.35  per  copy. 

Meanwhile,  ML  continued  to  work  on  the  book  and  kept  Col  Green 
apprised  of  the  book  progress.  He  reported  ". .  .our  book  is  now  at  the 
publisher;  the  type  is  set  and  we  will  no  doubt  have  it  ready  to  distribute 
about  June  P^..."  The  foreword  of  ML's  book  is  dated  June  1,  1929. 

The  book  distribution  was  not  made  on  June  1,  1929.  ML  gave 
additional  instructions  changing  the  number  of  copies  and  the  type  of  paper. 
It  was  probably  just  as  well  that  the  printing  was  delayed  because  ML  was 
still  making  edits  in  June.  Meanwhile,  ML  was  advertising  the  book  through 
flyers  and  in  various  numismatic  papers  including  The  Numismatist.  Orders 
were  coming  in  and  the  printing  staff  was  taking  vacations,  further  delaying 
its  completion.  Finally,  the  cloth  bound  editions  were  shipped  on  July  30, 
1 929  while  the  De  Luxe  leather  bound  editions  were  delayed  for  the  delivery 
of  the  leather.  In  mid- August  1929,  the  De  Luxe  editions  were  shipped  but 
without  the  serial  numbers  and  the  gilt  page  edges.  These  were  returned, 
problems  were  corrected,  and  finally  shipped  in  two  lots,  the  first  on 
September  18. 

The  Evangelical  Press  sent  an  invoice  for  the  book  publishing  on 
August  28,  1929  for  a  total  of  $1,850.03  including  1,000  bound  copies  (135 
De  Luxe  leather  bound  and  865  green  cloth  bound  editions)  and  200  unbound 
copies  all  each  with  160  pages.  The  table  below  summarizes  information  for 
the  three  types  of  copies. 
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ML^  Half  Dollar  Book  -  Original  Copies 


De  Luxe  Editio 

n 

Cloth  bound  Edition 

Unbound  but  later 
card  covered  Edition 

1 

A  HaXUUt  at  1 

Half  DolUir  Du  Variaic. 
and  SuhAuiLiu 

M  L.  mans 

r 

AND  SUB  -  VARIEFIES  ^^^H 

Number  printed :  135, 
all  individually  serial 
numbered  1  thru  135. 
Possibly  10  others,  see 
text. 

Number  printed:  865 

Number  printed:  200 

Size:  9-^8x6-^4" 

Size:  9-5/16x6-7/16" 

Size  (when  bound):9-!/4 

X  6-'/8" 

Cover:  Brown 
morocco  leather 
binding,  hand  stitched, 
gold  stamping. 

Cover:  Green  cloth 
cover,  gold  stamping 

Cover:  Black  card 
covers,  gold  stamped 
with  a  title. 

7  pages  of  actual 
photographs,  gold 
edged  pages 
interleaved  with 
blanks,  individually 
autographed. 

7  pages  of  half  tone 
photographs. 

7  pages  of  half  tone 
photographs. 

Original  retail  price: 
$15.00 

Original  retail  price: 
$7.50 

Original  retail  price: 
Unknown 
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The  Evangelical  Press 
shipped  100  copies  (# 
36  thru  135)  to  Col 
Green  on  September 
23,  1929.  ML  gave 
and  sold  the  other 
copies  to  his  friends 
and  numismatic 
colleagues  including: 
#1  to  Col  Green 
#4  -  ML  kept  this  copy 
#19  to  A. W.  Browning 
#3 1  to  Wayte 
Raymond 
A  few  copies  were 
available  as  late  as 
1951. 


The  Evangelical  Press 
shipped  200  copies  to 
Col  Green  on  August 
7,  1 929.  Those 
shipped  directly  to  ML 
were  sold  in  lots  and 
piecemeal.  On  July  9, 
1956,  the  last  280 
copies  in  the  Beistle 
estate  were  sold  to 
Bebee's  for  $1,000. 


ML  requested  these  in 
his  updated  order  to 
The  Evangelical  Press. 
They  held  these 
unbound  copies  for  27 
years  until  they  were 
delivered  to  The 
Beistle  Company  in 
1956.  Later  that  year, 
198  copies  were  bound 
in  black  card  covers, 
gold  stamped  with  a 
title,  and  sold  to 
Bebee's  for  $396. 
Disposition  of  the  two 
remaining  unbound 
copies  is  unknown. 


A  NEW 


com  moQE 


A  Rci^islri  of  Half  Dullar  Die  Vaticlie?  and  Sub-V^arirtio 


II.   M   I    PM>  1 1  I 


CONTENTS 


I     ..MuMn'tl.  mmk.  Ml  III  *M»%  iHiMr  M«l|  1^1  t 


t  CONTENT  SiC-  • 

* 


H  f  |(  1  T\  n*  "^"'^^X'  **** 


  1  ■ 


On  October  9,  1929,  The 
Evangelical  Press  sent  ML  an 
additional  invoice  of  $13.50 
under  a  separate  job  number 
for  "Binding  10  copies  De 
Luxe  Half  Dollars  @  $1.35". 
I  cannot  explain  these 
additional  10  copies  other 
than  one  of  ML's  book 
advertising  circulars  (see 
1 929  version  at  left)  mentions 
145  De  Luxe  editions.  The 
original  order  had  135  copies 
all  numbered  and  the  copies 
found  today  are  numbered  1 
through  135.  There  may  be 
1 0  additional  De  Luxe  copies 
without  serial  numbers,  1 0 
copies  numbered  136  through 
145,  or  some  other  variation. 
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The  extra  1 0  copies  must  exist  because  The  Evangelical  Press  requested 
photographic  plates  for  these  in  a  letter  to  ML  on  Sep  18,  1929. 

After  the  book  was  published,  ML  sent  complimentary  De  Luxe  copies  to 
a  few  of  his  friends  and  colleagues,  filled  pre-publication  orders,  and  sold 
others.  He  solicited  opinions  as  to  its  merit,  received  almost  exclusively 
complimentary  accolades,  and  used  a  few  remarks  in  his  book-advertising 
circular.  ML  used  quotes  mostly  from  well-known  numismatists  such  as  B. 
Max  Mehl,  F.C.C.  Boyd,  Julius  Guttag,  Barney  Bluestone,  C.  Lee  Tubbs, 
M.H.  Bolender,  John  Zug,  J.G.  Anderson,  and  Moritz  Wormser. 

The  copyright  (#  A 10506)  on  the  book  was  renewed  (#  Rl  74443)  by 
ML's  daughter.  Pearl,  in  July  1956  who  assigned  it  to  Aubrey  E.  Bebee  as 
part  of  the  sale  of  the  remaining  copies  of  the  book.  The  renewed  copyright 
expired  on  July  25,  1985. 

The  three  copy  styles  are  readily  distinguishable  using  the  information 
contained  herein.  Copies  of  all  the  styles  can  be  found  through  various 
sources  including  numismatic  book  dealers,  eBay,  and  individual  collectors. 
The  De  Luxe  editions  command  the  highest  price  for  over  several  hundred 
dollars.  Copies  of  the  other  styles  can  be  found  for  less  than  $100;  from  my 
own  observations,  I  believe  the  Black  Card  Cover  edition  is  the  least 
available.  Bebee  reprinted  the  book  in  1964  and  copies  can  also  be  found. 

I  informally  keep  records  of  the  De  Luxe  editions  simply  because  they  are 
serial  numbered.  I  found  some  inconsistencies  that  I  am  unable  to  resolve. 
For  example,  copies  numbered  36  through  135  were  originally  shipped  to  Col 
Green;  I  found  a  letter  from  ML  to  Col  Green  stating  so.  These  100  copies 
were  later  auctioned  in  four  lots  of  25  at  the  Parke-Bemet  Galleries  sale  on 
1 1/09/1943.  However,  copy  #84  was  listed  on  the  Kolbe  6/10/2000  sale  as 
having  an  accompanying  letter  from  ML  to  H.  VH.  Proskey  (David  Proskey's 
son).  Was  the  copy  in  the  Kolbe  sale  incorrectly  listed  and  should  be  #34?  It 
would  appear  to  make  more  sense  as  so  but  additional  research  is  needed. 

As  a  point  of  clarification,  the  title  page  of  this  book  lists  h  was  published 
by  The  Beistle  Company,  Shippensburg,  Pennsylvania  but  it  was  printed  by 
The  Evangelical  Press,  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

The  location  of  ML's  original  book  notes  and  the  original  book 
manuscript  with  his  edits  is  unknown;  ML  did  have  his  library  in  a  building 
on  the  Shippensburg  square  (a  few  blocks  from  his  home  and  from  work)  but 
that  building  suffered  heavily  from  a  devastating  fu-e  in  December  1932.  He 
donated  much  of  his  personal  library  (presumably,  that  which  survived  the 
fire)  to  the  Shippensburg  Public  Library  in  late  1934  two  months  before  his 
death  but  the  disposition  of  his  numismatic  contents  and,  presumably,  his 
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notes,  is  uncertain.  I  did  not  find  them  in  the  Shippensburg  Public  Library, 
his  family  does  not  have  them,  and  The  Beistle  Company  archives  did  not 
contain  them.  ML's  personal  copy  of  Hazeltine's  type  table  with  his  hand 
written  notes  is  now  in  a  collector's  hands.  The  printing  plates  from  ML's 
book  are  supposedly  in  the  ANA  Museum.  I  checked  with  the  ANA  library 
for  a  listing  of  Beistle  contents  but  was  unable  to  get  definitive  information. 
Perhaps  more  of  his  personal  notes  and  other  reference  material  will  appear 
someday. 

The  "Unique  Coin  Holder" 

ML  stored  his  half  dollar  collection  in  holders  he  invented,  what  he 
called  the  "Unique  Coin  Holder."  The  history  of  this  holder  is  neatly  and 
conveniently  summed  up  in  an  exchange  of  letters  between  Dorothy  Faxon, 
distributor  for  Wayte  Raymond,  and  Henry  E.  Luhrs^,  President  of  The 
Beistle  Company. 

On  July  22,  1960,  Dorothy  Faxon  sent  a  letter  to  Henry  E.  Luhrs 
asking  "For  advertising  purposes,  could  you  tell  me  the  year  in  which  Mr. 
Beistle  and  Mr.  Raymond  started  making  coin  albums  together?... An  ad  of 
our  on  the  back  cover  of  "The  Numismatist"  states  "over  twenty-five  years". 
It  is  probably  much  longer,  and  I  thought  you  would  know  the  history." 

On  July  27,  1960,  Mr.  Luhrs  answered  with  "Your  memo  of  July  22"' 
concerning  coin  pages,  and  some  historical  data  received.  I  am  pleased  to 
advise  that  the  Coin  Holder  was  invented  by  Mr.  Beistle  in  July  1927,  as  a 
means  of  handling  his  half-dollar  collection.  Because  others  were  interested 
also,  he  made  some  other  sizes  experimentally,  and  then  decided  to  make 
these  up  and  offer  them  to  collectors,  and  a  limited  number  of  dealers  for 
distribution.  Mr.  Wayte  Raymond  was  one  of  the  earliest  of  these  dealers 
who  expressed  an  interest  in  it.  The  patent  application  was  filed  on  October 


^  In  the  early  to  mid-1930's,  Henry  E.  Luhrs  was  ML's  son-in-law  and  The  Beistle  Company 
General  Manager.  He  was  also  a  numismatist,  collected  early  half  dollars  concurrently  with 
ML,  and  even  sold  his  collection  of  976  half  dollars  with  many  1794's  and  1795's  for  $6,000 
to  Col  Green  at  the  same  time  ML  sold  his.  He  later,  and  at  the  time  of  this  letter,  was  the 
President  of  The  Beistle  Company.  Henry's  life  is  interesting  and  worthy  of  another 
biography;  he  was  a  philanthropist,  numismatist,  and  very  successful  businessman.  He  is 
credited  with  growing  The  Beistle  Company  to  the  large  corporation  it  is  today.  Heritage 
auctions  sold  his  numismatic  and  other  collections  in  February  and  October  2006. 
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26,  1927,  which  application  was  allowed  on  February  23,  1929,  and  the 
actual  patent  was  issued  as  No.  1,719,9627 

The  following  is  primarily  from  my  own  memory;  namely,  I  felt  that 
if  a  product  was  going  to  be  wisely  distributed,  it  would  have  to  be  done  by 
some  one  interested  in  the  business,  and  it  was,  therefore,  about  mid-year 
193 1  that  I  proposed  that  Scott's  Stamp  and  Coin  Company  act  as 
distributors.  Because  of  Mr.  Raymond's  connection  with  them,  and  his 
earlier  interest,  it  was  decided  that  he  would  be  responsible,  and  would 
handle  the  distribution  largely  through  Scott.  I  believe  this  lasted  only  for 
several  years,  when  Scott  decided  that  they  were  primarily  interested  in 
stamps  only,  and  the  coin  end  was  carried  on  primarily  by  Mr.  Raymond.  At, 
or  about  this  time,  I  believe,  he  incorporated  and  no  doubt  you  know  pretty 
much  the  balance  of  the  story  to  date. 

The  original  holders  were  made  with  a  white  cover,  intended 
primarily  to  write  on  in  ink  the  information  and  description,  and  were 
unprinted,  except  for  the  patent  number.  The  name  given  by  Mr.  Beistle  to 
these  was  "The  Unique  Coin  Holder",  and  first  printing,  other  than  the  patent 
number,  was  that  of  simply  a  heading  as  to  types;  i.e.,  "United  States  Cents", 
or  "United  States  Dimes",  etc.  After  the  patent  was  issued  and  some  printing 
was  placed  on  the  holder,  the  most  popular  number  was  the  Commemorative 
Half-DoUar,  on  which  the  printed  information,  with  dates  appeared  under 
each  proper  opening  in  chronological  order.  All  these  holders  were  the 
socalled  Large  Size,  and  it  was  Mr.  Raymond's  suggestion  fairly  early  in  the 
development,  that  the  new  smaller  size,  5  x  8",  be  added;  it  being  his  thought 
that  after  a  year  or  two  the  large  size  would  be  discontinued,  but  the  large 
size  proved  to  be  more  practical  for  some  people  who  not  only  already  had  a 
considerable  number  of  them,  but  for  making  a  more  comprehensive  display, 
and  so  the  sale  of  both  sizes  continued  through  the  years  to  date. 

Just  prior  to  World  War  II,  I  believe,  was  when  the  first  Popular 
Albums  were  made  in  order  to  develop  wider  interest  in  the  coin  collecting 
game  by  beginners.  I  had  previously  thought  something  of  this  sort,  the  exact 
date  I  do  not  recall,  but  it  was  at  the  time  of  the  severe  hurricane  which  hit 
the  North  Atlantic  States,  and  did  so  much  damage  up  through  New  England, 
when  all  of  the  land  traffic  was  stalled,  because  I  was  attending  a  convention 
at  Swampscott,  and  we  were  stranded  in  Boston  due  to  the  storm.  It  was  not 
until  the  next  day  that  we  were  able  to  get  plane  transportation  out,  which  I 


A  copy  of  ML's  patent  application  narrative  with  drawings  is  contained  in  The  Beistle 
Company  files. 
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remember,  because  it  was  my  first  plane  ride,  and  one  of  the  others  attending 
in  a  similar  situation  was  the  sales  manager  of  Whitman  Publishing 
Company.  On  the  way  home  in  the  plane  we  were  sitting  along  side  each 
other  discussing  various  things,  and  he  inquired  about  our  Coin  Holders.  I 
explained  to  him  that  we  manufactured  these  primarily  for  collectors,  and  that 
they  were  distributed  through  Wayte  Raymond.  However,  I  suggested  to  him 
that  if  he  wanted  to  do  anything  for  the  collectors  of  coins,  perhaps 
something  in  a  popular,  or  low  priced  holder  by  simply  punching  holes  in  a 
card  without  slides,  could  be  made  for  sale  through  the  5  &  100,  which  was 
one  of  their  major  outlets  for  their  books.  This  was  simply  an  earlier 
conviction  of  mine,  which  I  believe  would  never  interest  Mr.  Raymond, 
because  up  to  then  our  interest  was  primarily  in  the  advanced  collector.  It 
was,  therefore,  something  of  a  shock  and  surprise  to  me  to  find  out  several 
years  later,  after  Whitman  had  decided  to  do  something  with  the  idea,  that 
Mr.  Raymond  called  me  to  New  York  and  explained  he  felt  we  should  get 
into  something  like  Popular  Albums  for  beginners,  with  the  hope  that  they 
would  develop  into  real  coin  collectors.  It  was  then  that  I  recommended  the 
present  Popular  style,  with  slides  over  one  face  only,  which  was  a  midway 
scheme  between  the  slideless  Whitman  holder  and  our  double  slide  holders. 
As  a  result,  the  Popular  Albums  came  into  existence,  and  have  been 
augmented  with  other  series  for  the  accommodation  of  most  United  States 
coin  series. 

There  are  several  other  minor  coin  holding  devices,  the  one  -  a  tray 
with  the  blocks  being  the  most  radical;  the  other  simply  being  minor 
adaptations  of  the  original. 

I  think  this  pretty  well  covers  points  about  which  you  expressed  an 
interest.  Should  there  be  anything  else,  please  feel  free  to  drop  me  a  note." 

I  found  many  types  of  coin  holders  and  advertising  circulars  in  The 
Beistle  Company  Archives;  most  of  the  holders  had  handwritten  notes  of 
when  they  were  made,  the  cutting  dies  and  materials  used,  and  approval 
signatures.  Here  are  sample  photos  of  the  basic  styles  of  the  Unique  Coin 
Holder. 
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The  original  "Unique  Coin  Holders,"  also 
known  as  Large  Size  Holders,  shown  at  the 
left  are  two  pre-February  1929  models  (No.l 
and  No.  4)  made  before  the  patent  was 
granted.  They  are  marked  "Patent  Pending" 
and  "Patent  Applied  For",  are  heavy  white 
cover  cardboard  stapled  and  holed  with 
white  cloth  tape  on  the  edges,  measure  IV2  x 
14  ",  and  have  transparent  celluloid  slides  on 
both  sides  of  the  coin  slots  for  each  row  of 
coins.  Individual  pages  could  be  arranged  with  several  holders  with  loose- 
leaf  rings  to  form  collection  books.  These  individual  pages  were  originally 
priced  at  a  $1.00  each.  They  were  advertised  in  circulars  as  early  as  1927. 


(i.e.,  the  patent  number). 
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New  5x8  inch  size,  two  sided  coin 
view.  Circa,  1930?,  single  card, 
green  colored  with  single  slide  per 
row  of  coins,  two-side  coin  view, 
fiber  tape  around  the  edges  and  holed 
for  use  in  a  notebook,  one  row  of  4 
half  dollar  sized  holes  (1.315")  and 
one  row  of  5  half  dollar  sized  holes 
(1.208"),  8"  X  5-V2\  Marked  with 
"Wayte  Raymond"  and  "1,719,962" 

5x8  inch  size,  single  side  coin  view. 
Circa  1940,  single  card,  vanilla 
colored  with  single  slide  per  row  of 
coins,  one-side  coin  view  only,  holed 
for  use  in  a  notebook,  two  rows  of  5 
half  dollar  sized  holes,  8"  x  5-!/2". 
This  one  is  unmarked  (other  than  the 
file  number)  but  others  that  are  similar 
are  annotated  ". . .like  sent  to  W. 
Raymond,  Inc.  11/23/40..." 
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ibertij  Head 

Half  Dollars 
1892 '1904 


Popular  Album  Model  "P",  circa  1954, 
annotated  on  cover  "Like  sent  W.R. 
2/25/54".  4  pages,  single  side  view  only 
with  slide,  2  rows  of  5  openings,  light  green 
card  cover,  cloth  taped  binding,  8"  x  5'/2". 
The  initials"W.R."  indicate  Wayte 
Raymond. 


Unique  Coin  Holder  Cabinet  of  Oak. 
The  Beistle  Company  offered  these 
for  free  with  an  order  of  twenty- five 
5x8  inch  Unique  Holders.  Circa 
1930,  these  cabinets  stored  up  to  forty 
5x8  inch  coin  holders  and  had  brass 
fittings  and  trim.  They  were  priced 
separately  at  $3.00.  I  was  unable  to 
find  one  of  these  at  The  Beistle 
Company  but  this  scanned  image  is  an 


extract  from  a  circular. 


The  Unique  Coin  Holders  were  made  available  to  the  public  as  early 
as  mid- 1927.  Wayte  Raymond  sent  ML  a  letter  with  a  large  order  for  coin 
holders  dated  9/6/1927,  which  said,  "My  dear  Mr.  Beistle,  I  congratulate  you 
on  doing  something  for  collectors  in  the  way  of  coin  holders.  Enclosed 
please  find  my  check  for  a  complete  set  and  the  covers.  Yours  very  truly, 
Wayte  Raymond".  Prominent  numismatists  including  Col  Green  ordered 
large  numbers  of  holders  of  many  sizes.  Based  on  the  informational  circulars 
I  found  in  the  files,  distribution  of  the  unique  coin  holders  was  made  through 
The  Beistle  Company  (Shippensburg,  PA),  Wayte  Raymond  (New  York), 
John  B.  Boss  (Philadelphia),  Horace  M.  Grant  (Providence,  RI),  William 
Rabin  (Philadelphia),  Scott  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  (New  York),  DeSoto  Stamp  & 
Coin  Co.  (Chicago),  and  most  likely  others. 

The  patent  for  the  Unique  Coin  Holder  was  later  sold  to  Wayte 
Raymond  and  is  a  separate  history. 
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Augsburger  for  reviewing  my  draft  article  and  providing  worthwhile 
comments. 

This  biography  merely  scratches  the  surface  of  the  information 
available  on  ML.  I  plan  on  compiling  and  summarizing  my  notes  into  a  large 
pamphlet. 
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Reverse  Image  of 
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Wide  Spaced  CC  Mintmark,  Transitional  with  1876-CC 
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